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29th September 2021 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Covid 19 Update 

 

Last night, I attended a virtual meeting with the Local Authority in response to increasing numbers of 

Covid cases in Staffordshire, especially amongst the age groups 5-11 and 11–18. The number of cases 

in Staffordshire are above those for the West Midlands and vastly above national rates and are 

increasing daily. The Local Authority have advised amending our current practices and reinstating some 

of the precautions that we had in place before the summer.  At least we had a few weeks of normality!  

 

We have been very fortunate not to have seen cases in school, however, we are seeing many cases in 

siblings and generally within our community.  As a result, we are going to be proactive and put measures 

back in place to try and prevent the possible spread of cases at Henry Chadwick.  Hopefully these 

precautions will prevent the outbreaks seen in many neighbouring schools.  Unfortunately, evidence 

shows that in small schools, cases increase at a much greater rate than in larger schools, hence our 

quick reaction to the latest information. 

 

We will continue, as we have been since September, to ensure that children wash their hands regularly, 

that tables and hard surfaces are wiped down regularly, that there are enhanced cleaning procedures 

in place and that areas are kept well ventilated – regardless of the weather.  When the cold weather 

returns, please ensure that your child / children are wearing, or have extra layers to put on in school, 

should they become cold. 

 

Staggered start / end times will remain as they are currently and I feel that at this time, there is no 

indication that masks need to be worn by parents outside of school when dropping off or collecting 

children. This is of course at your discretion. What we do ask is that if you may have been in contact 

with a positive case or someone awaiting a test result that you wear a face covering in order to protect 

others – we can obviously not enforce this but it is a recommendation.  We do ask that when collecting 

children, you join the line of parents, distancing where possible, and do not congregate around the 

gate even after collecting a sibling. 

 

Where possible we will limit the crossover of staff between class bubbles.  Staff crossing bubbles will 

wear a maks and masks are being encouraged in communal areas and for lunchtime staff. 

 

From Thursday, we will return to class bubbles. This means that we will have to stop whole school 

assemblies and return to class-based / virtual ones.  We will also return to staggered lunchtimes, with 

bubbles not crossing over in the hall.  We will also return to allocated class toilets.  Children will be 

allowed outside together, as the fresh air limits the risk of spreading Covid but we will separate the 

playground/field into three areas, one per class, with Early Years on their own, separate playground.   

http://www.henry/
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CHAMPS will also return to bubbles, with children only being able to mix with those from their bubbles, 

unmless outside.   

 

Alex’s sports clubs will continue as they are for the time being but will be held outside where at all 

possible.  I will update you of the actions to be taken as a result of the weather not allowing the club 

to be outside, as soon as I have spoken to Alex. 

 

Meetings with parents/carers, including upcoming parents’ evenings, will need to return to fully virtual 

unless agreement has been made otherwise.  

 

We will limit outside volunteers and agencies in school to essential visitors. 

 

We will continue to take Years 3 and 4 swimming as they will be remaining in their bubble and at this 

stage the residential for Year 5 and 6 will continue without any mixing with other schools. Both 

activities carry risk assessments that we will revisit but I feel confident that there is no increased 

risk due to bubbles remaining constant during these activities. We will be recommending that those 

attending a residential take a lateral flow test the evening before they go and on their return. 

 

Although Government guidelines suggest that those double jabbed or primary aged children do not have 

to isolate if they have been in contact with a positive case or if indeed there is one in their household, 

we would like to recommend the following advice from the Local Authority: 

 

• If you share a household with someone testing positive, isolate for three days. 

• After three days take a PCR (not a lateral flow) test. 

• Remain in isolation until you have received the result. 

• If negative from the PCR test, return to normal unless you have symptoms or a lateral flow 

shows that you may be positive. 

• If positive, isolate in line with Government guidelines and we would appreciate it if you could 

inform school of this. 

• Consider taking further PCR tests at regular intervals during the 10-day incubation period. 

• This advice applies to siblings of a positive child or their parents, regardless of age. 

 

We cannot enforce these recommendations but would like to encourage them, as advised by 

Staffordshire County Council, in order to protect one another and particularly those that are 

vulnerable. 

 

It is with great regret that we have to reinstate these measures but we are doing so to protect our 

school and wider community.  I hope that you will appreciate and understand the actions that we are 

having to take at this time. 

 

http://www.henry/
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Thank you for your understanding.  Again, I apologise that it has come to this so soon after lifting 

restrictions and enjoying school as normal.   We will continue to monitor the situation closely and keep 

everyone updated over the coming weeks. 

 

 

 

 

Vicki Barnes and the Henry Chadwick Team 
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